
 

 
Have a Green Christmas 

from 
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Caragh NS 

 
 

 

Christmas Tree Recycling 

Many tree sellers can take back trees for recycling- 

check when you buy!! 

Otherwise, Christmas trees can be left at the following 

locations from Friday 6th to Friday 20th of January, 

2012 



¶ Council Nursery Naas road, Newbridge (between 

Wyeth and Toughers) 

¶ Council Depot, Leinster St., Maynooth 

¶ Clane GAA club, Prosperous road, Clane- Kildare 

County Council appreciates the assistance given by 

the club in this matter. 

 

All trees are shredded and used as compost or 

landscaping material. 

 

 

 

Tips for a Greener Christmas 

We wish you a green and happy Christmas for you and your little elves 

The festive season is almost upon us. This is a time for sharing, for spending some family time 
together, for exchanging thoughtful gifts, for feasting and rejoicing. Christmas doesnôt have to be all 
about 10 foot inflatable snowmen and shopping til you drop. A simpler and greener family Christmas 
may just be what is needed to help everyone relax and enjoy their time together. Decorating and 
choosing gifts are activities that all the family, even the littlest ones, can participate in. 



Itôs easier than you think to make your own decorations and it can provide hours of fun and a great 
sense of achievement for your kids. Like the song goes, óDeck the halls with boughs of hollyô. Use 
Christmas greens, holly, ivy, pine and spruce branches to create an earth friendly festive atmosphere, 
think wreaths and garlands. A bowl of dried orange slices, cloves and cinnamon sticks makes a 
naturally fragrant seasonal display. Collecting the leaves and drying the fruit is half the fun. 

Making edible tree decorations can be a great activity for a wet and windy winterôs afternoon. Think 
gingerbread men and snowmen and star shaped biscuits, just remember to put a hole in them for the 
ribbon before baking. Try threading popcorn to make garlands or bunch it together for giant snowball 
decorations. You can paint popcorn with food colouring. 

If you are purchasing a tree you can now get live trees in many garden centres, they come in a pot and 
after Christmas you can plant yours out in your garden. 

But donôt forget about the stuff in your attic. Using the artificial tree and decorations stored since last 
year is much more environmentally friendly than buying new ones. 

Last years cards can be recycled to make this yearôs decorations, cut out the images, thread through 
ribbon and add what extra sparkly bits you like. Christmas tree lights arenôt very heavy on electricity 
but do think twice before lighting up the entire house (or street). 

The packaging that goes with many gifts is pure rubbish, so it makes sense to choose gifts with 
minimal packaging or biodegradable packaging. Try using string instead of tape and pressing and 
reusing wrapping paper. For an interesting alternative to wrapping paper you could use some nice 
cloth or brown paper with nice patterns stamped on. 

If youôd like to source some really special kids' presents try some of these Irish online retailers who 
stock fair-trade and ethical toys. There are some nice gifts for kids and adults at the Birdwatch Ireland 
Shop, and some really great ideas for eco friendly gifts for Dads at the Ecoshop 

Homemade gifts are not just for those of the crafty persuasion. Sweets are easy to make. Dip cherries, 
marzipan and dried fruit in chocolate. Present them in a hand decorated box or bag for a really unique 
gift ï great for Grandparents and neighbours. 

You could also put together hampers as gifts, just think of a theme or an activity and put a collection of 
relevant items together. A winter warmth hamper might include hot water bottle, mug, jar of hot 
chocolate and some nice biscuits. A teddy bears picnic hamper might include tea set, teddy bear, 
paper and crayons to make invites. You get the ideaé. Put them in a box covered with old wrapping 
paper, add a bow and voila! 

As a gift for the entire family, membership for Dublin Zoo and Fota Wildlife Park or a gift voucher for 
local activities could lead to loads of family days out. Or how about a tree? Or an allotment could be 
an unusual gift that will bring months of family fun and great home grown produce. 

Whatever you decide, have fun and make time for each other. Your kids will have the memories a lot 
longer than the toys. 

Merry Christmas to all and to all a goodnightéé 

http://www.channel4.com/food/recipes/baking/gingerbread-recipe-07-12-06_p_1.html
http://www.joyofbaking.com/ChristmasCookies.html
http://www.tinygreenpeople.com/toys/toys.htm
http://shop.birdwatchireland.ie/birdwatchireland/
http://shop.birdwatchireland.ie/birdwatchireland/
http://www.ecoshop.ie/products.asp?cat=134
https://www.dublinzoo.ie/member-form-step1.asp
http://www.trees.ie/summary.php?Mcategory=Occasions&Scategory=Christmas
http://www.allotments.ie/


This article by Jen Wallace is part of the Green Family series, a partnership project between 
www.tinygreenpeople.com, the natural and eco parenting website, and www.mykidstime.ie , 

online local listing for kidsõ activities, classes, events and services. 

 

 

 

Tips for having an ecological and economical green 
Christmas 

Use LED Christmas lights and cut down on your electricity bill. You can buy LED lights in Ireland from 
LED Vista. 

Recycle toys or books that are in good condition and give them as gifts. 

Make recycled cards from last years cards or cut and paste decorations that you find in seasonal 
magazines onto coloured card. Learn how to make recycled cards here. Alternatively you can send an 
electronic greeting card. To send a FREE Egreeting card click here. (With this link you can even create 
your Egreeting cards in advance and they will automatically be sent the day you wish to send them :) 

Make or grow a gift this Christmas. We are rearing ten turkeys organically that will be given as 
presents to family and friends this year. Organic and free range turkeys typically cost around ú80 each. 
They were purchased as 13 week old poults for ú20 and will have cost around ú10 each to rear so we 
are giving an ú80 gift to each family and friend that will have cost us ú30. We will also freeze some for 

http://www.tinygreenpeople.com/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/
http://www.ecohomesandgardens.ie/ethical-marketplace/eco-build/led-lights.html
http://www.ecohomesandgardens.ie/diy-eco/make-recycled-cards.html
http://www.ecohomesandgardens.ie/free-ecards/ecards.html
http://www.tinygreenpeople.com/


quality winter meat. These turkeys have a good outdoor life, unlike the majority of supermarket turkeys 
that see no daylight and are pumped full of hormones and antibiotics :( 

Make Christmas wreaths and give them as gifts. They are very easy to make. Use sally rods (willow) 
for the circular frame, evergreen foliage and sprigs of holly. You can secure these with cord twine and 
old ribbon or tinsel. spend an evening making them with the kids to give as gifts to your neighbours, 
friends and relations. 

Try and buy gifts that do not use batteries or if you do, try and buy a battery recharger to accompany 
the gift. 1000's of tonnes of small batteries are still going to land fill after Christmas each year. 

Buy or make beeswax candles this Christmas instead of burning parafin (petroleum) candles. Local 
beekeepers will be able to help you source sheets of wax. Beeswax candles are surprisingly easy to 
make and are excellent gifts for friends and family. 

 

Compost all your vegetable peelings this Christmas. It is a good time of year to start preparing for new 
years resolutions and learning to care more for the environment and future generations. Buy a 
wormery for Christmas that will provide excellent soil conditioner for your organic garden ! 

Donate your old clothes to a local charity. We highly recommend www.Arc-Eireann.org who are doing 
great work for autistic children and the environment. 90% of the funds raised from recycling your 
clothes go to providing therapies like horse therapy, gardening and surfing to heal. Contact details on 
the website. 

Recycle your Christmas tree after Christmas. Or how about buying a potted Christmas tree that will last 
you a few years. You can then plant this tree in your garden and even use it for firewood during the 
winter months in the future. 

Use cotton shopping bags this Christmas and forget about the plastic ones. 

Buy local and buy less. Produce and gifts from local suppliers and artisans support the local economy 
and sustainable employment. 

Turn all your electric appliances off at the mains when you go to bed rather than leaving them on stand 
by. 

Turn down the thermostat by 1 degree and put on your wooly Christmas jumper. Get into the seasonal 
spirit of things ! 

Recycle gift wrapping from last year or if you didnt keep your wrappers from last year keep the 
wrappers from your gifts this year to use next year. Caring for the environment is the trend now so 
don't feel like you are being a scrooge. You are caring more about the bigger picture which is an 
honourable thing. 

Buy in bulk. Buy as much of your grocery shopping as you can in bulk. Less packaging and more 
economical. 

http://www.arc-eireann.org/


 

 

 


